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same policy of exclusiveness, had he not realised its
futility at an early stage of his career. Knowing that
it was not practical, he devoted his energies to the
alternative policy of mitigating the force of the
Western impact and of establishing some sort of
modus yivendi between East and West, by Fabian
tactics of opportunism, and by the time-honoured
expedient of " setting one barbarian against the
other." If the policy was to be ultimately successful,
it was essential that the military and naval defences
of China should at the same time be reorganised on
the scientific principles of the West. Li faced this
hopeless task (hopeless because he faced it practically
single-handed) with indomitable energy. For years
he sought to put an end to the anomalous situation
created by China's assumption of moral superiority
and her actual defencelessness. As Mr. Michie very
justly observed, he endeavoured to put an end to
this anomalous situation

" by levelling down the hereditary and preposterous
pretensions of the Chinese Government on the one
hand, and on the other by levelling up its natural
strength, so that China might be able to hold her own,
peaceably and confidently, in the comity of nations.
To this end, he constituted in his own person the
adaptable joint round which Chinese and foreign
relations might revolve with smoothness and safety.
In this conception of the true basis of international
intercourse, there is no evidence of Li Hung-chang
having had a single sympathiser among his country-
men ; and of course his solitary efforts were wholly
inadequate to give effect to the idea."1

After the final collapse of the Taiping rebellion,

1 Article in Blacktoood) December, 1901.